CHAPTER I
KA1U-Y   IDKAS   AS   TO   THK   CNIVKUSK   AND   ITS   UKl.ATUW   TO   MAN
WHKN men altaincd to suflieient intelligence for speculations as to their own nature and thai ol' the earth on which they lived, they mush have been profoundly impressed by the nightly pageant of the starry heavens. The intense sparkling brilliancy of Sinus and Yoga, the more massive and steady luminosity of Jupiter and Venus, the strange grouping of the brighter stars into constellations to which fantastic names indicating their resemblance to various animals or lerreslrial objecls seemed appropriate and were soon generally adopted, together with the apparently innumerable stars of less and loss brilliancy scattered broadcast over the sky, many only being visible on the clearest nights and to the aeulest vision, constituted altogether a scene of marvellous and impressive splendour of which it must have seemed almost, impossible !o attain any real knowledge, but. which afforded an endless field for the imagination of the observer.
The relation of the stars to the sun and moon in their respective motions was one of the earliest problems for the astronomer, and it, was only solved by careful and continuous observation, which showed thai the invisibility of the former during the day was wholly duo to the blaze of light, and this is said to have been proved at an -early period by the observed fact that from the
U
*HYSTEMS:   IMPORTANCE OF OUR CENTRAL
